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Global Engagement

October 2017, Global News
Festival provides chance to explore
Chinese and East Asian culture
CONTACT: KOREY J. FORCE
OCTOBER 2, 2017 | WMU NEWS
KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The fourth annual China Festival at Western Michigan University will
be held from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7, in WMU's Student Recreation Center.

The annual festival commemorates the tradition of the Chinese Moon Festival, which is
celebrated in China in mid-autumn. WMU's event was established to promote Chinese studies
programs on campus and to broaden the community's understanding about Chinese culture.
"China Festival is a place for community members to explore Chinese and East Asian Culture,"
says Dr. Ying Zeng, director of Asian initiatives for WMU's Haenicke Institute for Global
Education and festival coordinator. "There is a trend that more and more people—non-Chinese—
are interested in Chinese language and culture."

FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZERS

Admission to the festival as well as parking are free, and for a nominal fee, attendees may
sample traditional foods prepared by local restaurants.
Attendees also may participate in free classes and hands-on cultural activities, enjoy cultural
performances, and peruse informational display booths. More specifically, activities will include:







Art exhibitions
Chinese martial arts performances
Chinese dance performances and a related mini class
A Chinese yo-yo performance and a related mini class
A Taiko drum performance and a related mini class
A Badminton tournament final and clinic

The festival is being organized by the Haenicke Institute in collaboration with the Chinese
Association of Greater Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Chinese Academy and Whirlpool Asian
Community.
Campus co-sponsors include the Confucius Institute at WMU, Timothy Light Center for Chinese
Studies, College of Arts and Sciences, Haworth College of Business, Department of World
Languages and Literatures, and Association of Chinese Students and Scholars.

INTEREST IN CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
Although many Chinese families call Kalamazoo home, interest in Chinese culture also comes
from the larger community. This community interest has increased the availability of Chinese
language and culture classes in the local area.
The Kalamazoo Chinese Academy, for instance, is a nonprofit educational organization that
offers classes on Friday nights to area students of all ages. Meanwhile, the Confucius Institute at
WMU offers language and culture classes on campus to all members of the community and

sends volunteer instructors to teach Mandarin classes in high schools throughout the Kalamazoo
Public Schools district.
For more information, visit wmich.edu/international/cf. Questions may be directed to the
Haenicke Institute at wmu-international@wmich.edu or (269) 387-5890.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Chinese water expert to address climate
change as WMU visiting scholar
CONTACT: MARK SCHWERIN
OCTOBER 2, 2017 | WMU NEWS

Xu

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—An expert on hydrology and water resources in China will assess the
impact of climate change on those resources this week as a visiting scholar at Western Michigan
University.
Dr. Xu Zongxue, distinguished professor and deputy dean of the College of Water Sciences at
Beijing Normal University and director of the Beijing Key Laboratory of Urban Hydrological
Cycle and Sponge City Technology, will speak at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5, in 2119 Wood
Hall. His presentation, titled "Water Issues Under Climate Change: Opportunities and Challenges
in China," is free and open to the public and is made possible by the WMU Visiting Scholars and
Artists Program.

XU
Xu is considered a national authority on China's hydrology, water resources engineering and
flood forecasting and migrations. He has published 10 books and more than 320 refereed
publications, including 150 in leading international science journals.
Xu serves as vice president for the International Commission on Water Resources Systems,
International Association for Hydrological Science, as well as vice chair of the association's

Chinese National Committee. He has received numerous awards from Australian, Chinese,
German and Japanese institutions for his excellence in both research and education.

VISITING SCHOLARS AND ARTISTS PROGRAM
The Visiting Scholars and Artists Program was established in 1960 to significantly contribute to
the intellectual life of WMU and the community. The program provides funds for academic units
to bring distinguished scholars and artists to campus. These visitors meet with faculty and
students in their fields and address the community at large. Since the program began, it has
supported more than 600 visits by scholars and artists representing more than 60 academic
disciplines.
Xu's appearance is co-sponsored by the WMU Department of Geography.
For more information, contact Dr. Chansheng He, professor of geography, at (269) 387-3425.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Professors get $2.6 million to train English
as second language learners
CONTACT: MARK SCHWERIN
OCTOBER 6, 2017 | WMU NEWS

Protacio

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—In response to the exploding number of English language learners in
Michigan, the U.S. Department of Education's Office of English Language Acquisition has
awarded a $2.6 million grant to a team of Western Michigan University professors to boost
professional development efforts for teachers working with English learners.
WMU is the only university in Michigan among this year's awardees to obtain funding.

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Piazza

Drs. Selena Protacio and Susan Piazza, associate professor and professor, respectively,
and Virginia David and Hsiao-Chin Kuo, assistant professors, all in the Department of Special
Education and Literacy Studies, will use the five-year training grant to undertake the ELATE
program, English Learners and Teacher Education. The effort will provide a rigorous and
comprehensive professional development program for both pre-service and in-service teachers.
WMU pre-service teachers who have an interest in earning their ESL endorsement can apply to
be part of the pre-service cohort wherein they would take three out of seven courses in the
program. The classes would be paid for by the grant.
Meanwhile, WMU has partnered with six local education agencies, which have high needs in
terms of educators with an expertise in working with English learners. Project ELATE will
provide substantial financial support for these in-service teachers as they work toward earning
the English as a second language endorsement. In addition, other activities of Project ELATE
include hosting an annual ESL conference as well as a Family and Community Engagement
Symposium.

A PIVOTAL EFFORT

David

"Being awarded this National Professional Development grant will allow us to increase the
number of teachers with an English as Second Language endorsement in the state, and
particularly in southwest Michigan," says Protacio, the project's principal investigator. "This is
pivotal in addressing the shortage of ESL-endorsed teachers in the state."
The English learners those trained professionals go on to teach will benefit in the end, she notes.

"Our hope is that through our grant project, we ultimately will be able to help improve the
educational experiences of the increasing number of English learners in the state," Protacio says.

Kuo

For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Russian Cultural Expo and Conference to
take place at WMU
CONTACT: JEANNE BARON
OCTOBER 12, 2017 | WMU NEWS
KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The 100th anniversary of the fall of the Romanov dynasty and the 1917
Soviet Revolution will be recognized Saturday, Nov. 4, during a Russian Cultural Expo and
Conference at Western Michigan University.
WMU's Department of English is hosting the free event from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on campus in
Brown Hall. It is being co-sponsored by the Kalamazoo Russian Cultural Association, which is
now holding the Kalamazoo Russian Festival every other year, with the next festival scheduled
for fall 2018.
The Russian Cultural Expo and Conference will feature a series of lectures and presentations, as
well as performance of a play and a reading from a novel set in 1917 Russia. Participants will
include a variety of Russian scholars from WMU, Michigan State University, Grand Valley State
University and Spring Arbor University, each highlighting Russian literature, politics, culture,
history or sociology.
"Our scholarly events continue to attract students, educators and the general public," says
WMU's Judith Rypma, who is directing the expo and conference and has been involved in
Russian-American relations in one role or another for more than 30 years.
"As the political relationship between the U.S. and Russia sadly continues to deteriorate and
spawn multiple misconceptions about each other, it is essential that we attempt to foster a better

understanding of our cultures. The Soviet Revolution was one of the major events in world
history, and it makes sense to examine it more closely."

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Dr. Lewis H. Siegelbaum

A highlight of the expo and conference will be the keynote talk titled "It Had to be Revolution:
Russia's Great Leap" at 2 p.m. in Room 1028 by Dr. Lewis H. Siegelbaum, MSU emeritus Jack
and Margaret Sweet Professor of History. Siegelbaum will examine why the 1917 Revolution
occurred. Was it only or mainly because of the devastation of war; why did a small previously
conspiratorial group of Marxists known as Bolsheviks defeat their myriad enemies; and what
does it all mean for the United States and the American people?
The day's other presentations are as follows:








Talk—"Fighting Ideologies in Socialist Revolution Posters," 10 a.m., 1028 Brown,
by Dr. Inna Molitoris, SAU assistant professor of business.
Talk—"A Century of Russia's Search for Identity, 11 a.m., 1028 Brown, by Dr. Jim
Butterfield, WMU professor of political science.
Play—"The Malachite Goddess," 10 a.m. and noon, 1025 Brown, by students from the
Marshall Academy.
Talk—"The Fate of Stalin's Bible," noon, 1028 Brown, by Dr. Scott Lingenfelter,
former WMU history professor and now a visiting professor at GVSU.
Talk—"The Russian Cultural NON Revolution of 1917," 1 p.m., 1028 Brown, by Dr.
Christine Rydel, a former chair of GVSU's Department of Russian Studies.
Reading—From Judith Rypma's new historical time-travel novel, "The Amber Beads,"
1025 Brown, by Rypma, WMU master faculty specialist-lecturer of English.
Talk—"Petrograd, 1917: The Confidential Print," 3:15 p.m., 1028 Brown, by Dr.
Edward A. Cole, GVSU professor emeritus of history.

Direct questions about the expo and conference to Rypma at judith.rypma@wmich.edu or
(269) 387-2628. For descriptions of the presentations, visit the Kalamazoo Russian Cultural
Association website at kzoorca.org.

For more news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Speaker to address ties between
immigration, NAFTA
CONTACT: JEANNE BARON
OCTOBER 30, 2017 | WMU NEWS

Russell

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Dr. James W. Russell will be at Western Michigan University next
month to give a talk that connects immigration and opposition to the North American Free Trade
Agreement—NAFTA.
Russell, a lecturer in public policy at Portland State University, will speak on "Race, Politics and
NAFTA" at noon Thursday, Nov. 2, in the Bernhard Center's North Ballroom. A light lunch
will be available beginning at 11:45 a.m.
The event is free and open to the public. It is being presented by WMU's Lewis Walker Institute
for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations in collaboration with the University's Department of
Sociology and Global and International Studies Program.

ABOUT THE TALK
Immigration and NAFTA were prominent themes in the U.S. presidential election during 2016,
but little was said about the connections between the two.
In his talk, Russell will demonstrate that contrary to the claims of its proponents, NAFTA
provoked massive economic displacement in Mexico. In addition, he will argue that this
displacement stimulated the largest emigration of Mexicans to the United States in history,
contributing to the anti-immigrant backlash of the 2016 election.

Free parking for those attending the talk will be available off of West Michigan Avenue in
Parking Structure 1 near the Bernhard Center. For directions to WMU or a campus map,
visit wmich.edu/maps. For more information, visit wmich.edu/walkerinstituteor contact Tim
Ready, director of the Walker Institute, at timothy.ready@wmich.edu or (269) 387-2142.

JAMES W. RUSSELL
Russell is a professor emeritus of sociology at Connecticut State University with expertise in
retirement policy, social inequality, social theory, Latin America, and social policy in Europe
and the United States. He now is based at the Hatfield School of Government at Portland State
University and is a regular blogger for the Huffington Post.
The former Fulbright professor in Mexico and the Czech Republic is a prolific author. He has
written eight books, including "Class and Race Formation in North America," "Escape from
Texas: A Novel of Slavery and the Texas War of Independence," and "Social Insecurity: 401(k)s
and the Retirement Crisis."
The "Class and Race Formation" book is used in WMU's Immigration, Race and Ethnicity in the
U.S. course, which is a general education offering as well as the introductory core course in the
minor in race and ethnic relations. The book on the "Texas War of Independence," in part,
captures the mindset of black slaves and their complicated relationships with Mexico during the
independence era.
Russell earned bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees in sociology from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

